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D nenne rl ff 
— o k. Chap. . 
1 * the Word of the Lord came unte "Jonah the 4. 
bund time, ſaying, 2 Ariſe, go uno Nine y 777 
that great City, and preach unto it the Preaching 5 
' that I bid thee. 3 So Jonah aroſe, and went 
' Nineveh, according to the Word of the $/-> 1 10% 
| (now Nineveh was an exceeding. great City of 
three days Journey.) 4 And Jonah began to iT | 
© ter into the City a day's Journey, and he cried, a | 
ſaid, Tet forty days, and Nineveh ſpall be over- 
- thrown | 5 So the People of Nineveh beliey 
od, and proclaimed a Faſt, and put on Sacks = 1 vt. 
. from the greateſt of them, even to the leaſt of 
6 For word came unto the King of Nivereh, jay 
bie aroſe from his, Throne, and he laid his Re 
from him, and covered him with Sackcloth, | 
Tat in Apes. 7 And he cauſed it to be proclainted 
and publifped through Nineveh (by the Decree. of 
the King and his Nobles) ſaying, Let neither 
nor Beaſt, Herd nor Flock taſte am things 
them not feed, nor drink Water. 8 But let Man 
and Beaſt be covered with Sackcloth, and ory 
mightily unto God: yea,” let them turn every one 
from his evil way, and from the Violence that is in 
their hauds.''' 9 Who can tel if God will turn 
and repent, and turn away from his fierce Anger, 
tat de periſh not? 10 And God ſaw: their 
Works, that they turned from their evil way, and 
| God repented of the Evil that he had ſaid that be - 
_ would do unto them, and. 45 4 it nut. 


2 AnESE Words give us a wonderful I Dec. 11. 


Fr E 
Fr 


ſtance, how far the Power of God an 1720. 
impreſs and oyer- rule the Hearts of \ ] 


Men without the 9 the Goſpel. We 


— 


Numb. 
Xvi. 22. 


ver. 1. 


| 0 
may turn n the Prayer of Moſes into an 5 l 


4 ** . * A „ * 2 . . fr 
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The Repentance N i 


tion, O God, thou God of the Spirits of all Hab 
As the firſt Chapter of this Book ſhews us Jo- 


nah's Commiſſion, and Diſobedience to it; the 
| ſecond contains the Language and Grief of! his 
Soul out of the Whale's Belly: ſo, in the third, 
you have the Direction renew'd, and driven in 
with a Divine Authority; The Word of the Lord 
came unto him the ſecond time, ſaying, Ariſe, & to 


Nineveh, that great City, and ren to it the 


. preaching that I bid thee. 


This he refus*d before; _ tho we are not 


then told upon what Principle he did it, yet 
the Story afterwards lets us into the ſinful Res- 
Ch. iv. 2. 
not this my Saying, when I was yet in my Cuuntry? 
therefore I fled before unto 'Tarſhiſh : for I knew 
thou waſt a gracious God, and merciful, flow to An- 
ger, and of great K indueſs, and repenteſt thee of 


fon of his hanging off from the Duty: Vas 


the Evil. At this he was ſo uneaſy, as to 


ver. z 


Ver. 9. 


chuſe Death rather than a Diſappointment: 
Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beſeech thee, my 


Life away from me, for it is better for me to die than 
to live. He thought he did well to be angry; bis 


Eye was evil, — God's was good. 


From the whole Mould of the H liſtory, you 


may obſerve a few things to God's Glory, and 


the Security of his great 5 : which is to 


hide Pride from Man. 


Firft, That it is poſſible for a good Man, a 


"Prophet, one guided both by a — and 


an uncommon Spirit, to want an Obedience to 


God's Authority, and a Reverence to his Mer- 


22 He may think that the Scheme of Divine 
lo 


ry requires the Execution of a Threatning, 


when God himſelf has appointed it, to anſwer 


no other end, than that + a Warning: Ta 
bo ie PA 


wh, pw  _ ww 
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| WW had pity on the Gourd, which ſprung up in a night, Ch. iv. 10. 
ma- ad periſoed in a night ; and ſhould not God ae 
95 pity on the great City Nineveh, in -which were more | 
Jo- than fixſcore thouſand, that could not diſcern their 
the WM right Hand from their left, aud alſo much Cattle? 
his MW The Alarm given to Nineveh was under the 
ird, Management of a ſecret Condition. Thus 
1in Cod had laid it, but thus Jonah would nor 
ord have carried it. He choſe, to be the Meffen- 
pro ger of unchangeable Vengeance, and would 
the have a whole City ruined, rather than his own 
Word ſhould be alter d. How imperfect is the 
Work of Grace? And what need have the 
reateſt Men of continual Aſſiſtance, both to 
fill them with a Furniture for their Duty, and 
give em an Inclination to it? Tis an hap- 
py Diſpenſation, that, in preaching the Goſ- 
pel, they, who are Ambaſſadors for God, do pray 2 Cor. v. 
you, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled unto him. As 20. 
Workers together, beſeeching you, that you. do not —vi. 1. 
receive the Grace of God in vain. This good Man 
would needs have gone to Nineveh, upon no o- 
ther Errand than that of abſolute Deſolation, 
where there ſhould be no Remnant or Eſcaping. 
God's 'Thoughts were not as his. 'The Threat- 
ning was to prove à joyful Sound, a Proclamation 
ef Good, and nn af Evil. © 
Obſerve; . Secondly, how happily it falls out 
0 for the World, That tho the Paſſions of Mini- 
ſters too often mingle with their Meſſage, yet 
a they are never admitted to have any Influence 
d upon the Event: Some preached Chriſt out of Strife Phil. i. 16. 
0 
e 


and Envy, ſuppofing to add Affliction to the Apoſtle s 
Bonds. However, the Goſpel had its Courſe, 
abſtracted and refined from the Corruptions o 
thoſe who delivered it, with a clean Efficacy - 
ppon the Souls of Men. 'They who are of like 
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ſons. with h yourſelves, may, t00 oft 


God ee what is 
5 pe 

1. 15 5 555 der the Pai 1 1 5 
a9. he e e 
e hon Ways, rough all 1255 9 ay x F 
that e 1 and all Um hrmities of 
cog t to promote them. Jonah ſeem'd 
the N unlikely Perſon for the ſaving of 

Nin had no Inclination to the Work; 
bis Diſquiet at all Thoughts of Mercy to- 
wards them, 5 powerful, that he runs 1 5 
God i into the Mouth of a Storm, into the Bell of 
Ta: And yet he muſt do it, whether he wil 
or nor Thar ELLEN and polluted City is to 
an, Who of all the we 4 is 


32 


Es this ſhows us, Kan that when be 
jodges this Treaſure. in earthen Veſſels, the Excel- 
lency of the Power is of him, and not of Man. It 

s God,. and not Man, that ſaved Nineveh, 
ys Jonaß's 'thre arning, been directed by his 
ne Spirit, he. had poured out all the Fury 
he talk d of. as God 55 ſent him 


o much as a. We IB way he that 
ge it no more. ns off 


en may 
ve him, but they SL never foo him. 


The Perſons whom he employs to declare his 


Vengeange, are 2 to execute it; or if they 


confine the ] [i * Tis a God chat works by 


them, 


—— — 20 —— — 1 . — . K . HG. Qt 
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are, it is no Ky the! r-power either to extend or 


N NIN den 
chem, ind rates over them, | direQing 


he does the rolling Waves, both 
ſtifling them at his own pleaſure; bidding them 


56, and chen cloſing them up with à new Or- 


der, Hitherto thou ſhalt come, and no further. 
And again obſerve, in the Hfth Place, That 
aten God has a Deſign of Love to à Pebple; he 
ein attain ĩt by thoſe means chat ſeem the moſt uni- 
fikely. Who could imagine that Nine veh ſhould 
be ſav'd by a Threatning, or Jonah be the Per- 


ſon that brings it; of whom we read, that he was 


liſpleaſed exceedingly, add very angry ? And yet in 

. Train had the Great God laid his Purpoſe 

of Love, that 'a paſſionate un willing Prophet 

ſhall be the Meſſenger, / and à Declaration of 

Wrath the Preſervative to a City, that was 
overgrown in 8 and Wickeanefs. We 

way well ſay, E it nor of hiin moo _ or wy 

him that runs, * of God that ſhows 

ſame Obſervation will hold in u e Cie, that 

the Apoſtle makes in another; Neither it he that 


Ranter h any thing, nor he that watertth, but Go 
who gives the Iitreaſe. ' Jonah? s Diffatisfaction at 


his Errand, does not hinder it from being ef- 
fectual. At firſt he runs away from the Com- 
mand, and Wo cbuld have thought that a poor 


| heatheniſh People ſhould give more Obedience 


to his Commiſſion thun he himſelf did? How- 


erer, as God followed him to Tarſhiſh, ſo he 
fetched him to Nine eb. The Fate of that 


grear City is not 'to be determin d by the Paſ- 


ons even of a good Man: De Fudgment , 
God is always according to Truth. He who had 


ſo much Thclination to deſtroy the Place, ſhall 


be a means to ſave it. Well may we. ſay, that 
mauy are the Thoughts of Man's Heart, but. the 


Counſel of the Lord, "has 2 * For tho here 
Way 


ifing and 4 


% 


BH The Repentance, 
was ſo much Wickedneſs- in Nineveh, to call 


down his Anger, and ſo great a Diſpoſition in 
Jouab to pour it forth; yet the Thoughts that 


| God had at this time, were of. Peace, and not of 
Exil: He was willing to make his Power known, 


aud fo endured, with much Long-ſuffering, the Vee 
el of Wrath, that were, fitted (to Deſtruttion, He 
ſhows that Pity to human Nature, which the 
beſt of his Servants could never equal; and thus 


f 


« # 


If you take the Parts of the Story in one 
View, you will ſee how worthy and becoming 
of an infinite Being, it was, to form a Prophet 


appears to be God, and not Man. 


with ſo much wonder, that he might fave a Ci- 
ty with all this Solemnity. Why is Jonah ſent 


away from Gath-hepher with ſuch a Commiſſion ? 
Why is he follow'd in that manner to Tarſhiſh ? 


Why muſt a great Fiſh be. prepared to ſwallow 


him down, and after three days throw him up 
again? Why are all theſe Wonders crouded in- 
to the Life of a ſingle Perſon? Tis on purpoſe 


to introdute the ſwifteſt and deepeſt Repen- 


tance that ever the World heard of; which you 


read at large in this chird Chapter. Jonah aroſe, 


In this Account you have three things: 


OE EEE 


9 LO 230M 99155 DION 9179551 -0 
I. The Importance of his Errand. 


II. His Delivery of the Millage: And, 


III. The Suecefs that followed it: The Peo- 


ple turn d from the Evil of their way, and God 
turn d from the Fierceneſs of his Anger. 


I. You are here to regard the important Er- 
rand upon which Jonah Was ſent. He muſt go 
to Nine veh, that was both the greateſt and the 
vileſt City at that time in the World. RIF 
1 = 35 the 


— 


2 „ . K e 


. . . ˙ Q 


e e e ==at » $3” 


0 
8 
4 
1 


bd H 


the the Capital of a Monarchy, " founded: in 
Repine and Violence by Nimrod, the mighty 
Hunter before the Lord. From him the Tyranny 
of the Place grew up to bè the Scourge of: Na- 
tions; they were the Habitation "of Gn by 


them the Great God us d to chaſtiſe the Earth, 
diſtributing the Terrors of Aria among the 
Fons of Men: They were the Rad of his, Anger, 


and the Staff of his Indignation. To a People, 


thus ſwell'd up with Plunder, is Jonah ſent,” 10 Nah. l. i | 


the bloody. * that is all full of Der aud Robbery, 
from whom the Prey departed: not, as another Pro- 


phet ſays, N writes the Burden of Nineveh. 


This was a Nation, that by the degrees of ma- 
ny Ages, and much Wickedneſs, had filled up 
a great meaſure of Iniquity; and about this 
time they ſeem to be at the higheſt, when their 
Day was come. For though an un godly Man, 
or an ungodly People, have a gradual Riſe, yet 
they are uſually reduced by a ſudden Fall: As 


Jaiah had told them, "That rwo things ſhall Iſa. xlvii. 
SC 


come upon thee in a moment, in one day, the Loſs of 8 
Children, and Widewhood 3 they ſhall come upon thee 
in their Perfection. Evil ſhall come. pon thee, thou 
ſhalt not know- from whence it riſes ; and Mi ſchief 


fall fall upon thee, thou ſhalt not be able to put it off. 


The Place was diſtinguiſhed by its Greatneſs 


as well as Guilt. In both the Commiſſions to 

Janah, tis called, An exceeding great City ;\ and 
ſo the Prophet found it, A City. of three: days 
Journey. It had gone by the Name of a Great 
City ſoon after he Flood. Here's a Town into 
which God had thrown Succeſs and Plenty 
enough to make them the Terror of the World; 
and to them muſt a Prophet be ſent upon an 
Errand, that they never 1 much as dreamt of: 


and among theſe we are to have an Example of 
| Humi- 


* 
2 + 5 


0 


te Lepa a, | 
Humiliation, chat e re all len 
What Lon Med 75 5 God. 
Servants upon carrying 
© + that I ſhould go to Pha 2; HK Fy Heat 
olater, a King; and yet be tha 
than the bighelt will deliver his Authority in 
What way he pleaſes. Ehud, rho was but a 
| Captive, goes 75 Eglon their RE. 0 the 
Enemy, and raiſes him out of ws Seat, Wil 
theſe words: I have a Meſſage ay ah, 
O King! He is. 10 be feared, 15 will be &; 
for be cuts 77 the Spirit of Princes, and is terribl 
tu the Hg pon the 1 e is ſept out 


wich more . of Work and Danger, not 
to a ſingle Per n, but to the molt populous an 


* \ : 


exalted City in the World. And we may yell 


ask the Queſtion, What good ir would do 11 a 
Man to throw himſelf into ſuch a Croyd, and 
tell them that in the publick Streets, which 


would make every one that heard it ahhor him? 


What could be expected in Nineveh, by a Pro- 
phet of Mrael, but Scorn and Perſecution? And 
yet you ſee, as it is faid to another, Cad mad: 
bis Word ta be Fire, and the People Stulle. 
Our Bleſſed Lord gave the Diſciples, in the 
greateſt Meſſage that was ever carry d oyer the 
World, a very ſtrange Order, to go and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature; they — — to hear bis 
Name before Kings : And how ſhould a Compan 
of ignorant unlearned Men fill a Character 0 = 
nature ? Who, among the Great-Ones, would 
heed either them or their Doctrine? but neyer- 


theleſs they venture. He that ſent 3 115 


power over all Fleſh ; Kings were to their 
Mouths at him, . ſhould ſee and copfider. 1 
N as one o f che. Glories that fol d 

out 
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our Lord's Reſurrection, He gave the Mord. 
aud great was the Company of them that publiſhed it; 1 

Kings Armies did flee apace. Well may it be 
ſaid of our God, that he performs bis Goulet, | 1 
and executes all his Pleaſure. We are ready to > 


: 
* 


fay as the Prophet did, To whom ſhall T ſpeak and «LY 
give warning, that they may hear? Behold, \ their -4 
Ear is uncircumciſed, that they cannot hearken ; be- 4 
bold, the Word of the Lord is to them a Reproach, 
they have no Delight in it. Tis in vain to call a 
areleſs World out of their beloved Dreams; 
they will not awake, but are like to ſleep on, 
whatever we can ſay againſt it, till they get in- 
to the Sleep of Death. But though we are not 
ſufficient 4 ourſelves for ſuch a ign, yet our 
Sufficiency is of God, who makes us able Miniſters of , 
the New Teſtament. And tho Mankind have nei- 13 
ther Senſe nor Reliſh of Divine Things, yet he | 9 
can make manifeſt by us the good Savour of his | 
Knowledge in every Place, and thus we triumph in 
( noi od 2 N | | 
Never could an Order be more ſtartlirig or _ 
unwelcome, than what God gave to Jonah ; A- —_— 
riſe, and go to that great City Nineveh, and preach 
to it the Preaching that I ſhall bid thee. The good 
Man might have inſiſted on a Guard of Angels 
to protect him from a ravenous Multitude: for 
a Prophet to go alone into the largeſt City of 1 
the World, and carry the moſt unwelcome Ti- 
dings along with him, could give him no Expec- 
tation but of Ruin. And yet you ſee what 
God ſaith of the Rain and the Snow, That it 
returns not to him again, but waters the Earth; fo 
he ſaith of his Word, that it ſhall not returu unto 
bim void, but accompliſh that which he pleaſes, = 
Proſper in the thing whereto he ſends it. This uft- 
accountable Expedition Pa Nineveh had a 3 
+ Tm” ee 


— 


10 


Inſtance of his 


1 
equal to itſelf. Here's a whole Nation reform'd 
from the higheſt to the loweſt. The Voice of 
the Prophet, that we ſhould have thought would 
fetch down Miſery upon his own Head, is 


powerful enough to ſhake the Throne, to 


humble the King, to demoliſh the Nobles, and 


ſpread an Humiliation all over the Land. Oh! 


What cannot a I do ? It had been an aweful 
reatneſs to have 'deſtroy'd M. 
neveh, but his mighty Power is more ſeen in con- 


verting it. | 29 4 | 
Let Miniſters be encourag'd who have ſo 


much to diſhearten-them. Their Work is hard, 
their Attempts are deſperate, their Oppoſition 
is various; but their Maſter is above all theſe. 


He who has ſent them, will be with them; The 


Battel is the Lord's. As one of them faith, 1 Cor. 
Xvi. 8. 1 will tarry at Epheſus until Pentecoſt. 


It was there that, after the manner of Men, he 
fought with Beaſts, inſulted with a roaring Mob, 
who, for the ſpace of two hours, cry'd out no- 


thing, bur Great i5. Diana of the Epheſians ! It 


was here that many falſe Brethren were crept 


in; for from among the Elders of that Church, 


ſome would ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw 
away Diſciples after them. However he could ſay, 


that there is a great Door, and effeftual, opened, 


and there are many Adverſaries. The multitude 
of Adverſaries did not either ſhut the Door, or 


| hinder the Work. The Goſpel went on againſt 
their Gainſaying. We are ſometimes Ambaſſa- | 


Aors in Bonds, but the Word of God is not bound. 


Our Names are caft out as evil, but the Ward of 


the Lord is precious, without an open Vifon. "Theſe 


things ariſe from the Nature of Jonah's Meſlage: 
and may they ever be kept in view by thoſe 
who are called to preach the Goſpel of God with 


much 


i 
1 
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exceeding great City, of three days Journey. The 


; 


We do not find he went all the three days 
with this aweful Meſſage, it ſeems as if God 


/ 
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much Contention. When all Men forſook the Apo- | 
ſtle, the Lord ſtood by him, and ſtrengthened him, 
that by him the preaching might be fully known, and. 


the Gentiles might hear. 


II. Another Thing which lies before us, in 


1 
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this great Paſſage, is the aweful Way which Jo. 


nah took e eee his Errarid; and the Mat- 
ter of which it conſiſted: He began to enter into 


the City two days Journey, and he cry d, and ſaid, Tet 
forty days, and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown. Now 
obſerve both his Manner and his Meſſage. 


iſt, It may be of ſome uſe to take notice, 
that he began to enter into the City tuo days Journey. 


The former Verſe tells us, that Nineveh was an 


Objection that ſome make againſt this Account 


would ſurprize us, if we did not know, that 


there is in many People a perpetual Humour of 
contradicting the Word of God: For it is eaſy 


to ſee, that it would take Jonah three days to go 


through the ſeveral Streets, Lanes, and Alleys 
of that City, though he did no more than. de- 
liver his Cry among them. Tis impertinent 


for any Inhabitant of Londen to ſay, there never 


was any ſuch Place in the World. I will there- 
fore diſmiſs all perverfs Diſputings of Men of cor- 


rupt Minds, and would deſire you to obſerve, 


That 


had ſhorten'd his Work; for when he only 


began to enter into the City one day's Journey, 
the Alarm was taken, and flew faſter than he 
could carry it; and perhaps before the Evening 
of the firſt Day, their King was brought down 
from his Throne, and the Nobles from their 
5 | . C 2 Luxury. 
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as Nineveh was to be reform'd at all, we might 
imagine, from the Nature of their Crimes, and 
the vaſt Number of the People, that it ſhould go 
on ſlowly ; but all this is the Produce of a ſin- 
gle Day. Conviction is like Creation : He ſpake, 
and it was done ; he ſaid, Let there be Light, and 


there was Light: not by ſlow Advances, but a 


ſudden Burſt of Glory. e I ER! 
Thus it ſhall be when the Goſpel has a fre 

Courſe. A Nation is- born at ouce, and a Kingdom 

converted in a day; for as ſoon as Sion travails, 


ſpe will bring forth. Tis well expreſs'd in that 


Similitude : The Preparation, or, if you al- 
low me to call it ſo, the Breeding, is the Work 


of Time; but the Birth is over in a mo- 


ment. Tis thus with particular Souls; tho 


the Chains, in which Satan held them captive, 
have been long a laying on, yet they are ſoon 


knock'd off. And thus it will be when Multi- 


tudes turn at the Preaching of the Goſpel. An 


Aſſembly, a Town, a City, or a Nation, may 


be like a Valley of dry Bones; dead, without any 


Senſe of Life; and dry, without any Diſpoſi- 


tion towards it. And yet the Work begins 


with Aſtoniſhment, there is a Voice and a Sha- 
king : it goes on with Diſpatch ; they are pre- 


ſently cover'd. with Fleſh, and the Spirit breathes 
upon the Slain, to make them an exceeding great 


Army. 


rah, Obſerve the Matter of Jonab's Meſſage: 
Tet forty Days, and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown. 


Twas the moſt unwelcome Tidings to them, 
and the moſt dangerous to him : But Miniſters 
are Stewards of the Myſteries of God; and it is re- 
quired of a Steward, that a Man be found faithful. 


People. 


Luxury. And thus oftentimes does God cu 
bis Work ſhort in Righteouſueſs. If any ſueh Place 


> 78S & SS 


ve 


„ . OE ne 


people love to hear ſmooth things, and it is a ſad 


Preachers talk nothing elſe. Th Prophets have 
ſeen vain and fooliſh Things for thee ; they have 


wt diſcover d thine Iniquity, to turn away. thy 


14. 


Captivity 3 but have ſeen for thee falſe Burdens, | 
aud Cauſes of Bauiſbment. But if there are any , © 
Reſerves of Kindneſs for a wicked Nation, Gd 


will raiſe up ſome that will dare to diſpleaſe. 
Had Jonah conſulted his own Reputation, he 


had either quitred the Errand, as he did before, 


or chang'd the Tidings: But this he knew was 


mocking God, and deceiving them. The Apo- 
les are an Example of the ſame Integrity, who 
could ſay, Neither at any time us'd we flattering 
Wards, as ye know ; nor a Cloke of Covetouſueſs, as 


God is Witneſs. Of Men ſought we not Glory, nei- 
ther of you, nor yet of others. Obſerve here theſe 


two things: : 


-. (1.) Nineveb (ball be overthrown; He does not 


tell them how, but there are Ways enough for 
God to do it : Haſt thou enter'd into the Treaſures 
of Hail and Szow, which he has laid up againſt the 
Day of Battel and War? Nay, by cauſing the 


/ 


Day-Spring to take hold on the Ends of the Earth, he 


can ſhake the Wicked out of it. It might be by 


the Rage of a Peſtilence, when Numbers are ſo 
tar from being a Preſervation from the Evil, 


that they only prove as Fewel to it. Job calls 


this the Firſt-born of Death; David, the Arrow 


that flies. at Noon-day: And to which all the 


Fortifications of Art and Nature, all the Frauds - 


of Policy and Counſel, are but a Jeſt ; the Sol- 
dier is diſmay d, the Stateſman is baffled before 
it. It comes in at the moſt open Gates of Life, 
conveying itſelf with the Breath of our Noſtrils. 
Again, Nineveh might be deſtroy'd by the Con- 
= vulſions 


Sign that God will deſtroy them, when their | 
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vulſions of a Civil War, or the Deluge of a fo- 
Nah. iii. reign Invaſion, as God ſaith to her, Art thou bet-- 
8, 9, oy ter than populous 'No, that was fituate among the 
Kivers, that had the Waters round about it, whoſe 
Rampart i was the Sea, and her Wall was from the 

Sea. Ethiopia and Egy t were her Strength, and 

it was infinite . yet was Te carry d away, ſhe went 

into Captivity ; her young Children were dafh'd in 

pieces at the top of all the Streets. They caſt Lots 

for her honourable Men, and her Great Men were - 

bound in Chains. Thou alſo ſpalt be hid, thou ſhalt 

ſeel Strength becauſe of the Enemy. The Gates of ' 

thy'Land ſhall be ſet open to thine Enemies, the Fire 
ſhall devour thy Bars. Or, all this might be 
brought upon them by the Fire of the Lord, which 


l pet. il had once deſtroy*d Sodom and Gomorrah, turning 


6. them into Aſhes, — condemning them with an Over- 
throw, as an Example to thoſe that live ungodly. © 

(2.) This was to be within forty Days, I 

need not here trouble you with any nice and 

fooliſh Queſtions about the Nature of conditio- 

nal Threatnings. The Caſe here is exactly that 
Jer. viii. which God himſelf tells us of, At what inſtant I 

7.8. ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a King- 

| dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy; 

if that Nativn, againſt whom I had pronounced, turn 

from their Evil I will repent of the Euil that [ 

Er to 4 unto them. | | 
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I ſeem'd to have thrown themſelves 


(> 


go U ſee this Story is full of Won- Dec. 16. 
ders; tis ſtrange that God ſhould 1720. 
ax ſend. a Prophet out of his own 4 FH. 


Country, among a People that _ 1 x 


beyond the reach of Mercy; and it was fur- Lay 


prizing that a good Man ſhould venture himſelf 
into ſo many Dangers. He knew betorehand, 
Firſt, That all manner of Impiety and Violence 

abounded in that City. Sth, They were 
now at the height of their Glory, and nothing 
could appear more deſperate than to attack 
thoſe whom God ſeem'd to leave uncontroll'd. 
Nay, Thirdly, in Nineveh the very Name of I 
rael was had in Abomination. As the Diſtinc- 
tion God had given his People, made them the 
Contempt of all the Heathen ; ſo Revealed Re- 
ligion muſt be moſt abominable in Aria, Which 
abounded with all the variety of Learning. 
'They were a polite Nation, their Knowledge and 
Wiſdom perverted them, Now for a Prophet to 
come among them, in whom the Light of Na- 
ture was ſo improved with all manner of Science, 
| was 


ES 


en akon, 
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was a thing that could neither be fuppos'd with. 
in- the Maxims of Prudence, nor defended 
them. Would they not all be ready to ſaf, 
| Wherefore is this mad Fellow come among us ? © 
And yet you ſee he delivers his Meſſage with- 
out any Artifice or Softening in the Expreſſion. 
He might, we ſhould think, have cover'd it 
with ſmoother Language, and by ſome honeſt 
ways convey'd himſelf into the Royal Preſence, 
and have told the King, that he came from 4 
far Country, to break thoſe Clouds of Miſery 
which were gather d over the Empire. When 
Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar, what a Shame the 
God of Heaven had appointed for him, he in- 
troduces his Meflage with a Compliment ; My | 
Lora, the Dream be to thine Enemies, and the In- 
terpretation to them that hate thee : and he clos d 
it up with a friendly Exhortation ; Wherefore, 0 
King ! let my Counſel be acceptable to thee, break of 
thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and thine Iniquities - by 
ſbewing Mercy to the Poor, if it may be a lengthening - 
of thy Trauquillity. But Jonah goes unprotected 
1 by any of theſe Prudentials, and in the publick 
SgSWtreets cry'd out among them, that never heard 
any thing of this nature before, Tet forty Day, 
and Nineveh ſhall be. overthrown. The poorer 
ſort of the People had no Notion of Things 
revealed from Heaven, and the wiſe Men among 
> - them deſpis'd all Pretenſions of this nature. 
Oe Here's a Prophet ventures his Life with 
every Sentence, to be knock'd o' the Head fora 
Madman, or. ſuffer a ſlower Death as an Im- 
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poſtor ; but he that goes upon God's Command, 0 
goes under Guard enough. When Jona , 
thought to ſecure himſelf, by running from his 3 
_ is follow'd by a Storm, thrown into ; 
the Sea > 


ſwallo w'd up of a Fiſh; He went dow! 
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| 10 the bottom. of the Mountains, the Earth, with her 
Bari, was about him for ever. But now when 
ſay, be moves in the way of God, though Danger 
appear d on every Side, yet he remains un- 
3 . ' 8 ; » 

ith. MW touch'd. He paſſes through the crouded Evils ; 
God, who had ſent him  thither, brought him 


8 back again, as an Evidence, that though ſome- 
times his People ſeem to have a hard Service, 
ce, vet they have always a good Maſter, This 
1 4 leads me to the nt a4 . 1 Peg | 
ery WEL. 6. %% 03 ee lug ets 
* III. Third General Head, the mighty Suc- 
the ceſs that followed his Endeavours. The firſt 
in- time that Revelation gives any Light among 
Vo them, it is received; and though they know 
b. nothing what Prophets meant, yet one of their 


Number confounds all the Learning of the Chat 
deans. He tells them that, which the Wiſdom 
they ſo much admir'd never knew: their Star- 
gazers, Aſtroloagers, and monthly Prognoſticators, 
that pretended to be the great Luminaries of the 
Univerſe; theſe had no Signs of their approach- 
ing Calamity. Now for any one to deliver an 
Opinion, to Which they had not given their 
Stamp, was only to proclaim himſelf a Fool. 
And yet it proved in this Caſe, as it did more 
largely in the Preaching of the Goſpel, that it 
Pleaſed God to ſave them by what they called Fo- 
 lſbueſs. Here you have your Thoughts imploy'd 
en , · ES pe ET 
1ſt, The Principle of their Repentance. And, 
ah, The Tokens of it. The Principle our 
of which it ſprung, may be called by the name 
of Faith; for it is ſaid, The People of Nineveh 
believed God. The ways into which it was ex- 
tended, are various: they do with a great So- 
lemnity proclaim a Faſt, the Impreſſion roo 
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do, theſe two ways: 
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ſuch à Compaſs, as to reach from the higheſt to 
the loweſt. It puts them upon two things: 
- (1.) Crying mightily to God. And. 
125 


* 


the Violence that was in their hand. 


(..) We muſt enquire into the Principle of 


this univerſal Concern that run through the Cj- 
ty, and you ſee that it flows from Faith, The 
eople of Nincveh believed God. I am not here 


ſpeaking of that Faith which fixes upon 'a Me- 
diator, and reaches out to the things of another 


World: Faith comes by hearing ; and how ſhould 


they believe on him of whom they had not heard! 


'Theirs could be no more than equal to the 
Meſſage that Jonah brought them. He did not, 
that we know of, tell em any thing concerning 
the great Hope of Iſrael, to which their twelve 
Tribes, inſtantly ſerving God Day and Night, ex- 


pected to come. He is not fent to them with the 


Zlad Tidings of great Joy, about a Shiloh, to 


Whom the gathering of the People ſhould be; the 


Brauch from the Root of David, that ſboul rule in 
the Earth, and be caled Jehovah, our Righteouſ- 


- eſs. Nor does he exhort them to flee from a 


Wrath-to come, and eſcape the Vengeance tf - eternal 


Fire. He ſpeaks of no more than a temporal 
Danger; that her forty Diy;, and Nineveh ſhout 


be overthrown, And, with regard to the Decla- 


ration, it is ſaid, the People of Nineveh be- 


lieved God. Their Faith acted, as it ought to 
1. They received what J may call a Revealed 
Doctrine. They took it for granted, their Ci 


ty was devoted to Ruin and Vengeance; they 
durſt not diſpute what this good Man told them, 


though he was a Stranger, an Enemy, and what 


they uſed to call an Enthuſiaſt, Indeed he 
5 „ would 


urning from the Evil of "their ways, und. 
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to would tell them, that theſe Diſcoveries were not 
me Steams of his on Fancy, but what he rer 
ceived from God. They did not imagine that 
Jonah was the Perſon wha: was.to overthrow Ni- 
%. That would bave given them no Fears at 
all; but they conſidered him as the Meſſenger 
of that God, to whom Vengeance belongs, And it 
was paſt all doubt with them, that the Doc- 
trine was not the Man's own, but his that 
ſent him, Thus far their Faith was an Evidence 
of Things not ſeen; they received the Teſtimo- 
' py, and, by fo doing, ſet to their Seal, that God 
2. Their believing was of a practical Na- 
ture. They imagined that the Threatning was 
conditional, or at leaſt they will try for it; 
Who can tell, but God may tum and repent of his : 
fierce Anger, that we periſNmot ? If believing is of | 
the right ſort, it will be inſeparable from doing; 
Faith without Works is dead: ſo that, in this 
Practice, they had in view the two great Perfec- 
tions of the Divine Nature, with which the 
World haye their main Coneern, Juſtice and 
- xft, God's Juſtice ; and under that Head I 
would comprehend his Power, which is able to 
make every Deſign effectual. They believed 
that he was a righteous Providence, to Which 
they had oppoſed æhemſelves; and tho they had 
ſinned, with their Eyes cloſed upon God's 
Holineſs and Majeſty ; yet now they know their 
Provocation to the one, and begin to feel their 
Danger from the other. The Caſe does alſo 
contain in it ſome Senſe of, rate Is BE $4 
2dly, God's Mercy. Though they wanted Q 
that Revelation. of this Attribute, which the 
Day-ſpring from on high has put into our Goſ- 
LO > EN „ 
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filling their Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. Nay, 


the People of Nineveh believed God; and that 


in us. Our Caſe indeed is very different from 


Was. It is * ins told the 3 what 


The — 


pel; yet, as the Apoſtle ſays, God did not leave 
himſelf without a Witneſs in doing them good, and 


they have ſome Notions of a Pardon; or, as it 
is here called, God's turning away from the Fierce- 
neſs of his Anger. And this appeared to them 
with that Importance, that they will mourn, 
and grieve, and cry out mightily, if there is 
but a Peradventure for ſuch a Bleſſing. N 


JT may be called Faith in them, gives a fair / 
Opportunity of enquiring what it ought to be 


theirs in ſeveral Particulars. 

1. We are not under ſo plain a Threatning | 
of temporal Ruin. Our Apprehenſions of Dan- 
ger ariſe from natural Cauſes ; that a roving. 
Ambition, or an inſatiable Avarice, never have 
been, and never can be the obtaining Spirit of a 
People, but they muſt involve them in all Confu- 
fion. Or we may alſo argue trom thoſe Threat- 
nings, which are upon Record in the Word of 
God ; that as we have lived to ſee the Credit of 
the Bible run down in its Doctrines and My- 
ſeries, there is but too much reaſon to fear 
there will be a Teſtimony given to its 'Threat- 
nings. And it may be ſeen in Vengeance, tho 


we would not receive it with Duty ; that God is fr 
true, and every Man a Har. 1 
2. Much leſs can it be ſaid, that we are th 
within the Limits of any certain Period. We th 
muſt not be ſhaken in Mind, or troubled either by 
Spirit, or by Word, or by Letter, as that the Day Pp: . 
Chriſt is at hand. D 
3. We have not Men raiſed up on purpale, 
and prepared with ſo much Wonder as Fonah + 0 


a 
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\ Courſe. of Danger ans Delivernte he had 
gone through. | Perhaps they might hear ſome 
of the Story from the Mariners: theſe 
knew that he was a Prophet; that he had run 
from the Preſence of the Lord; that he own'd 
the Storm came upon them for his ſake ; that 
he ſaid what no Mortal could believe; that 
if they threw him overboard, the Sea would be 
calm to them. This they thought both ridi- 
culous and barbarous, and therefore ſtrove; as 
much as they could, to have ſpared him; but 
at his own Importunity they do it: and it is 
certain that the Rage of the Sea was over. 
Now to find that this Man was yet alive, and 
hear him telling the reſt of the Story, that God 
had appointed a great Fiſh to be his Preſerver ; ; 
and that, after three days in the Belly of that 
Creature, he was returned to Land and Day- 
light : This could not fail to ſirike the Won- 
der of all who heard it; and  *tis not bas" 
they might know his Caſe from our Lord's 
of giving us the Paſſage, that Jonah was a 95 
to the Ninevites : not only a Meſſenger who 
brought them Tidings, but in his Perſon and 
Life they could ſee an Inſtruction, as well as 
hear one. 

In theſe things God has diſtinguiſhed thei 
from us: We ſee not our Sigus, neither is there any 
Prophet among us, who can tell how long, But yet 
_ is, in our Caſe, an Advantage above 
their: 

Iſt, In that he * repreſented our Guile aud 
Danger to be much greater under a Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation. | 
 2dhy, He has more amply open'd out the way 
of __—_ —_ a Mediator. 1 if 


zah, What 
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34h, What he reveals: to us, is for our ob. 
raining of eternal Salvarion thro Jeſus Chriſt. 


5 41, He has given us a ſurer Word of Bro. 


ker ; and therefore tho we have no reaſon to 
expect, and perhaps not much to heed; he Voie 
S one crying in our Streets, yet the want of 'theſs 


extraordinary . is emerge made > 


another” way. AF 46 i 

I, The Guilt which we contract anden tie 
Goſpel is more enhane'd, and the Danger which 
attends it to particular Perſons or whole Com- 
munities, is more enlarg d. Our Saviour tells 
the Jeu, and the Force of the Argument is 
doubled to us, The Ae of Nineveh bal ariſe 
in Judgment againſt thoſe of this Generation, and 
Hall condemn it; becauſe they repented at che peach 
Tug Jonas, and a greater than Jonas is here 
Here he gives us a Compariſon between their 
Neglect of him, and the ſuppoſed Impenitence 
of the Ninsvites. Had the Men of Ninzveh ne- 
ver troubled their heads about what Jonah (aid 
to them, but gone plunging on into the Deeps 
of Sin and Darkneſs ; had they disbelieved 


Vo, puniſhed his Prophet, and ſcorned his 


Warning, venturing all the Terror which he 
talked of; would it not have been worſe for 
— 2 But they 'repatited at Fe Proacking of 


Now ga oan there be in the Refuſal of a 
Sevieurs: Which this Carriage of theirs con- 
demns ? What is there in a Neglect of him, 


either by Jews or profeſſed Chriſtians, that's 
worſe than the Ninevites Impenitence would 
have been? I anſwer, it all turns upon this, 


that a greater than Jonas is here. A greater 
how ? not in Commiſſion ; for if our Saviour 
had only a derived d Dignity, or a ar 
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Prophets were clothed with: An Ambaſſador's 


Greatneſs is all relative; Whatever his perſotial . N 
Quality may be, it is of no Conſſideration. 


King appoints to that Work a Commonet, he 


5 regarded as much as if he was the higheſt 


peer in the Kingdom. The Prophets were diſ- 
unguiſned by their Temper, their Eminence, 
the Nature of their Errand, the Subject- matter 


o their Meſſages: but that which gave them 


their whole Dignity, was, that they came from 


God; and in this they were all equal. No-ẽ Ʒ 


when Chriſt calls himſelf greater than Jonas; he 


does not mean that he was more anointed: with 
the Holy Ghoſt, or that he came upon a nobler 
Deſign ; for, in each of theſe reſpects, Jam the 


Baptiſt was greater than Jonas, or any other 


that was born of Woman, being more than à Pro- 


he. But it refers to his perſonal Glory, ſome- 


thing underived, that neither- Jonah nor any of 
the Prophets ever had. 


What this is, the Apoſtle tells us in he like ; 


Expreſſion. He ſaith, The High-Prieſt of dur Pro- Heb. iii. 


then adds, Fur this Perſon vr was counted worthy 
of more Glory than Moſes. Who counted him fo? 
not Men, they were no Judges, and- therefore 
diſallowed him; but it was God that counted him 
worthy of morè Honour: For what? not becauſe 
of Faithfulneſs: That admitsof no Degrees; none 
can be more than faithful, and he that is leſs 
than ſo, is unfaithful. But his ſuperiot Digni- 
ty to Moſes is upon this reaſon, that he who 
luilt the Houſe, has more Honour than the Houſe. 


 feſhon was faithful to him that appointed him, even 1, 2. 
4s Moſes alſo was faithful in all his Houſe 3, and 


er. 3. 


Miſes was but a Part of this Houſe, and ſo was 


Jeſus too, as a Man, the Firſt-born among many 


- Brethren. 
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ver. 5, 6. Thus the Apoſtle goes on, Moſes was faithjy, 


Brethren. But here he is conſidered in his Du 
Ver. 4 vine Nature; as he: that built all things is by 


- + we 


as a Servant, in all his Houſe ; but Chriſt as a $ 
over his own: Houſe; whoſe Houſe we are ! And Yet 
It is certain we are God's Building. This then 
vas the Wickedneſs of the Jews, that they did 
not take him for one greater than Jonas; i. e 
greater than any created Being, for they did 
own him to be greater in perſonal Furniture. 
If an Angel had been ſent to Nineveh, the Ef- 
| fe& muſt be the ſame ; the People could only 
have believed God, they would have looked be- 
ond and above the Meſſenger, to the Almighty 


ower, who gave him a Commiſſion. 
Leet us now conſider the daring Inſult, that, 

in our day, is committed upon a Redeemer's 

' Glory, making him no greater than a Prophet. 
I do not ſay that they aſſert, that he had no 
more perſonal Greatneſs ; but making it all to 

| be derived, brings it to the ſame thing. Can 
we think this will go unpuniſhed ? Don't we 
begin to feel that it is a Root of Bitterneſs?! 
The high Thoughts that Men have exalted againſ 
the Knowledge of the Son of God, are brought 
down, not by the Weapons of the Goſpel, but 
by the Scorn of Providence. They have re- 
fuſed to own the Doctrine of Salvation, becauſe 
it is myſterious ; the very Name of a Myſtery 
has been their Jeſt, though it is a Word that 
the Holy Ghoſt uſes and teaches both in the 
Old and New Teſtament. We haye refuſed 
theſe Myſteries, becauſe they would not bow 
to Reaſon, and Reaſon would not bow to them. 
Thus have People cheriſhed an Antichriſt in 
their own Souls, a vile Principle, that —_ 
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i Temple of God, und exalt Hfelf above an 
that is called God, and is worſbipped. 

And what has it come to? As it is 79 * 
the Aſhrians, Thy Wiſlow ond thy Knowledge have 3 

ed thee, Thro a Confidence in theme > > 

ſelves, they have been advancing two. new | 
Schemes; one for Religion, and another tor 
Trade.” They will call-the former a Rational 
Religion ;—juſk as much as the latter is a Rational 
Bubble. They have explained our Doctrines 
much in the way that they have paid our Debts. 
Their Free- Thinking in both is from the lamp 
Root, a Sufficiency in themſelves; it has ſprung 

up the ſame way, in Pride, Conceit, Senſuality, 

and Protaneneſs ; and, I believe,” it will come; 70 | 
the ame end: for it is as eaſy for People to ar- 

e themſelves into Atheiſm, as it is to project 
themſelves into Poverty: . here's a OURS 
in both theſe Caſes. 

I think the peculiar Crime of, our Day i is a 
Vanity: for human Reaſon. Men cannor forbear 
to roll themſelves in Flattery; that this is an 

of Politeneſs, an Age for Liberty, 4 — 4 

enlarged Minds, that will break down all 
c that have been ſet up by thoſe who 
went before us. And was there ever a more 
aweful Contempt thrown upon human Vanity? 
Has not God rather expoſed them to the World, 
an Age of Knaves and Fools? Multitudes were 
as ready to ſwallow the Cheat, as ſome were to 
prepare it, Who are your ſtarving Families, 
that once fed delicately, aud now embrace Dungs 
hill, but a Set of . that would grow rich 
in ways which were never heard of? Who 
ſcorned to proſper with the Moderation of their 
Anceſtors, - but the Free-Thinkers | in Buſineſs 7 
The good old ways * laughed at as much in 


Com merce, [78 


\ 


28 Dye Nepentunce 
DOommerce, as they were in Devotion. And 
What did it all come to? Their Thing of nought, | 
in the ſpace of five Months, was a Toy, a 
Treaſure, a Trifle, and a Vengeance; and we 
are now ſhatrer'd in Ruin, by no extraordinary 
Loſſes, no ravening of a foreign Army among 
us, no Civil Wars, no Fires or Inundations, no 
1 Famine or Scarcity; we have full Granaries, 
bHODDh)pen Rivers, every Opportunity of Trade that 
0 could be deſired; and yet ſtarving all over the 
Nation. We are undone by that in Life, which 
be pretend ſo much to deſpiſe in Religion; and 
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chat is, Enthufaſm. The Doctrines of the Goſ- u 

pel have been called ſo with Impudence enough; A 
: but righteous God has transterred the Scan- 10 
dal, and fixed it where it ought to lie, upon 
Mens being _Wwiſe in their own Conceit, -— 18 
Lua, God has more amply, in our Revela- 2 
tion, opened out the way of Mercy than he did 1 

to Niueveh. We do not read that. Jonah told n 
them of any thing but Deſtruction within the b 
ſpace of forty Days; and their own Argument v 


is no more than what we may call a. laſt Puſh 
for it: Who can tell but God may turn from his 
fierce Anger, that we periſh not? This was only 
a Poſſibility that the Threatning may be over- 
ruled, and upon this they believed God; tho 
their Faith amounted to no more than a mere 
Peradventure of Mercy. But we are not thus 
wo Kraitened as they W rOeſee. 
We have a great deal more to argue from 
than the hopes of a latent Condition in Divine 
5 Fhreatnings. Our God has not ſpoke in Secret, 
nor in any dark Place f the Earth; but having 
made us the Seed of Jacob, has told us, we ſba# 
not ſee his Face in vain. We may conſider our 
Redeemer as the Governour of the Nations, -_—_ 
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has ſer up his Kingdom among Men; who 
the Government. upon His Shoulder 8; and 1upho ] 1c W; 


- 
— 
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| things by the Word of. his oer. He ſhall chuſe: our 4 


Inheritance fer us, even that G | who is gone up 


God reigns over the Heathen, the Shields ofthe Earth 


belong to him, and a e 
s ſer before us in all its Glory, as proceeding 


— 


both from the Juſtice and Mercy of God, be- 


cauſe we are ſaved by the Blood: of. an everlaſting 


Covenant. Beſides, we are told of 4 Sirit of 
race and Supplicatious : This is to be poured 
upon all ſorts of People, The Houſe of David, 


and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem; and in that Day 
ſhall a Fountain be ſet open. 


' < 3dh, The Revelation which he makes to us, 
is in order to the Happineſs of another World: 
The Nimevites were as much in the dark as ever 


about the great Salvation of all. What they 


meant in this pompous Grief, was only to put 


by the Judgment that Jonas ſpoke of, that 


within forty Days Nineveh ſhall be overthrown, - 


"Tis true, they eſcaped this, but long ſince has 
Niueveh become like a Pool of Vater. The 


Names of Pride have changed their Situation; 
Places, which once cauſed their Terror in the Land | 


of the Living, are now covered in their on 


Aſhes. The Cities, whoſe Antiquity is of antiem 


Days, their own Feet have carry d them afar «ff: to 


_ Jejourn. In our Applications to the Throne of + 

Grace, we have a great deal more before us, 
than theſe poor People were able to come at. 
In our Land God is ⁊ꝛuell knows, and his Name has 


been great among us. Our Merchants uſed to 


5 be the Honourable of the Earth, and it's but with- 


in twelve Months that they are become 'the 


Scorn of Europe. We have Arguments to . | 


2 tnat 


2 


with a Shout. He is King of all the Earth. This Plal,xlvii, : 


— 
— 


5 — | 
that 3 we dropt our Trade the l 
Fear by Wantonneſs, we may not be obliged to 
Adcoit this Year: by Peſtilence. - God has ſaved 
dur Liberties from the Schemes of thoſe who 
VvVould have enſlaved us abroad, and we are 
here to deſire that his Hand may find out the 
crooked Mays of thoſe who have lorded it over uy 
at home. The Vengeance we have often wiſhed 
upon them who would have ſold us, perhaps will 
have its Courſe againſt them who would hare 
bought us. But beſides all this, we deliver theſe 
Petitions for the Houſe of the Lord our God; and 
it's our Deſire, that as he has ſtained the Pride 
of human. Wiſdom, he would make way for 
his Light and his Truth. No good Man would 
defire to outlive the Faith that was once delivered 
to the Saints. If the Myſteries of Godlineſs are 
_ driven out of our Land, it's not Worth the 
While ro ſtay behind them. 
At, He has given us a fuer Ward 9 
phecy than ever the Ninevites had. We have 
more Reaſon to believe the great Doctrines of 
Religion, than they could pretend to, for the 
'Threatning l by Jonah. All the Ob- 
jections that Men are now fo full of, againſt the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity, would hold as good, 
in oppoſition to his Preaching, as they can to 


ours. _ 
10 You have it often pleaded, That theſe are 
things. which do not come within the reach of 
cur Apprehenſion ; and therefore, unin- 
telligibie, cannot be the Object of Faith. Our 
Religion muſt be a rational one, as we are of- 
ten told by thoſe who fit in the Seat of the. Scort- 
fu. This is no other than what the Men of 
"Nineveh might have pleaded. A Promiſe, or 
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+ diſtance ; as they come not within the Evi- 


dence of the Senſes, ſo neither are they to be 
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determined by the Light of Reaſon. When 1 


God faith, he will overthrow a Place, I have 
believe, upon his Record, that "Three are One 4 


fis a Divine Teſtimony that I go upon in each 


thing 1 know not, a romiſe refers to ſome- 


hing I have not; the former I could not have 


thought would have any reality at all, and the 
ktter at preſent has none to me: So that my 


who calls the things that are not, as tho they were ; 


and the things that are, as tho they were not, What 
he has promiſed or threaten'd, he is able to 
perform, he can make it true; and what he 
has revealed, he is able to demonſtrate, ' and 
ebe cb rn: ß 

2. Tis objected againſt tho Principles of our 
Neligion, that they are not only unfounded upon 
Reafon, but are oppoſite to it: That Reafon 


tells us one thing, and Faith the contrary ; and 


boy can we ſuppoſe a ſecond Principle comes 
in to raſe out the firſt >? The fame may be ar- 


gued as to Events: Our moſt uſual and dutiful 


ray to judge of them, is by the Connexion of 
ſecond Cauſes. What was there in the State of 


Nineveh, which ſhould tell em of an Overthrow 
| within forty Days? Were the Walls a moul- 


dring ſo faſt, that in ſuch a time they muſt 


tumble down? Were there any fearful Sights 


po other grounds to believe this, than I have to L 


to be the Forerunners of a Flame from Heaven? 


Were Diſtempers among the People, beginning 


tobe dangerous and peſtilential? Did they hear of 
ay Armies from Abroad, that were like to over- 
na their City ? Not a word of all theſe things, 
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that I can find : They had as good renſviji to 
ſuppoſe that a Town, A had held ſo long, 
would ſtand the next forty Days, as ever 
had in their Lives. There were no Forebo- 
dings in the whole Courſe of Nature; all that 
they believed it for, was the Word of a Man, 
who had come among them from a foreign 
Country, and yet they repented at the Preach- 
ing of Jonah. As it is ſaid of Noah, they being 
warned of Cod concerning things not ſeen af) "Jt, 
were moved with Fear. 
| | Suppoſe any had taken the liberty hich we 
. are apt to glory in, and told them, Why are 
© ve frighted with theſe Cries of an Enthuſiaſ- 
© tick Hraelite? Do you ſee any Marks of 
* What he pretends to tell you? What! muſt 
1 = Senſes of Mankind be over-ruled, and all 
the Learning of the Chaldeans be ſullied with 
* the Phanaticiſm of a Prophet ? If the Great 
*© God had deſigned we ſhould have repented, 
© would he not have choſen one from among 
* ourſelves? Muſt we have our Teachers from 
the People who are to be our Slaves? This 
Argument, I own, appears to me with more 
Force, than all that T have mer with againſt Re- 
vealed Religion. But had any Maſters of Rea- 
ſon talk'd at this rate, when the Hand of God 
was upon the Conſciences of the People, they 
who clothed themſelves with Sackcloth, would 
have found another Clothing for him. Such an 
Infidelity as this, would never have paſſed at 
their Court; and tis well it did not: for had 
they given themſelves thoſe Airs againſt Reve- 
lation, they muſt hare been confuted with wow 
geance. 
2% This they as upon the Preaching tal a 
ſingle Propher, which * had no 
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of comparing with a Written Word. We 
have Maxims and Bounds ſet to the very Pro- 


ſhould ſay, God was going to renew the Flood 
aud therefore it cannot be true, God has fa- 


Doctrines: we are to try the Spirits, whether they 
be of Cod; and i; ſuch a Goſpel as this is hid, it is 


unpuniſhed, and eſpecially when it comes to 
be a National Crime Thinkeſt thou this, O Man ! 


that Impenitents and Unbelievers ſhall eſcape 


the righteous Judgment of God? He will 
plead his Cauſe, and ſhew forth his Glory; for 


he that believes not, hath made him a Lyar, becauſe. 
be believes not the Record that God has given f his + 
dn Therefore be ye not Mockers, left. your Bands 


le made ſtrong ;- for. a Conſumption is determined. by 
the Lord God of Hoſts. The Repentance of the 
Nmevites began where ours mult, the People be- 
kined Go E Y mne nd 
2dly, I need do little more than give you a 
Diſtribution of the Hiſtory, in ſpeaking of their 
Practice, which you will find to be of an extra- 
ordinary Nature. Obſerve their Humiliation: 
” $97 In its great Extent. 
es.) In its wonderful Evidence. 


x.) As to the Extent of the Humiliation; 
we read, that they all put on Sackcloth, from 


the greateſt of them, even to the leaſt of them. 
Theſe words contain as much as they expreſs; 


the Sorrow was univerſal, as you find by the 


Particulars of the Account: for, 


hets themſelves: | If Jonah, or any one elſe, 

of Waters, here is a plain Scripture againſt it, 
youred us with a Standard of Revelations and 
hid to them that are loft, in uhom the Cod of this 


An Oppoſition to ſo much Evidence ſhall not 
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none ſhould come in Sackcloth. before the Py. 


bring in the Inſtruments of Muſiek. Jaiah tells 
the AhHrian, that he was given to Pleaſures, au 
_ dwelt careleſiy. To bring Alarms of Ruin into 
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. Ward: dumme to the King af Nineveh f 8 fer 
fon who uſed: to live in a ſofter Luxury than 


it was their Law, as well as the Perſian, that 


lace- Gate; and their Cuſtom every night to 


ſuch a Court, muſt be more than a Miſdemes- 


nour; but behold with what à Power the 


Great God can clothe his own Word! When 
the Tidings of what Jonah had ſaid came to 


| the King, He aroſe from bis Throne, and laid his 


Robe from him, and covered him with Sackcloth, and 


ſat in Aſhes. 


What a Spectacle was here ! The molt oh | 


alted Perſon at that time upon Earth, in the 


loweſt Poſtures of Grief : He, . whoſe Word 
made Nations tremble, is groveling in Shame 
and Fear, before a God whom he did not 
know. He who had ſpread his Name, and 
projected his Terrors for the whole Land of 
Iſrael, is now diſarmed at the Voice of a ſingle 


Prophet: And if ſuch things happen in this 


World, Oh! what will the Confuſion be that 
the Glory of a Redeemer ſhall ſcatter over an- 


other? Though the Humiliation of ſuch 4 


Man was an Inſtance that none ſhould hear 


without trembling, yet it is nothing to the 


Great Day of the Lamb, when the Kings of the 
Earth, and the Rich-Men, are calling upon Rocks 


aud Mountains to cover them. Who will not fear 


this King of Saints? His Name, as King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, is writ upon his Forehead, that 


they who ſee his Face may read it with Joy? 
. HP 
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and upon bis Thigh, that they who feel his 
| [97% : 


Sword, may know it with trembling: © 
. 2dy, The Nobles of Nimeveh come into the 


practice of this Humiliation, The Proclatha- 


tion was iſſüed out by abe Decree of the Kiug ahd 
his Nobles. Had they only given their Names to 
-an Order, they had been guilty of mocking 


both God and Man; but *rwas their own be- 
keving God, and not any Reaſons of State thar 


made them do what they did. They felt his 


Power, they feared his Hand: for though they 


had many Defences which the poorer ſort of 


the People had not, yet none of theſe would do. 


againſt the general Sweep of a Plague, or a Fire 


from Heaven, or any other ways whereby Ni- 


ne eh ſhould be overthrown.” - 
zah, They appoint it to be very extenſive ; 


it reaches to Man and Beaft, Herd and Flock, us 


if they were reſolved to ſend to Heaven in a 
general Groan. 'They ſtrove to make all Na- 
ture feel its Danger, and, in ſome Sounds or o- 
ter, errant n.... 

2. The Expreſſions they give of their Sor- 


. Tow are not a Pattern to us, but they may be 
an Aſtoniſnment. . On 


— 


(1.) Here's a ſtrict and abſolute Faſt ; "Lot des- 


ther Man nor Beaſt, Herd nor Flock taſte any thing ; 
tet them not feed, nor drink Water. We are told, 
that thoſe Eaſtern Countries uſed to run their De- 


votion into Extremities. How long this laſted, 


ve know not ; ſome think, according to the 


Cuſtom. of the Places, three or four Days. Tis 


' Probable this Order extended to Infants. Now - + 
what a Scene of Sorrow does this convey to our 


Imaginations? To go through a City of three 


Days Journey, and ſee a vaſt multitude of Men 


and Cattle, urged with 8 of Hunger, in 
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told, under the Goſpel, that our God is to be 
uorſpipped in Spirit and Truth. T's not ſtretch- 
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doubt of it, this poor People, after their manner, 
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every Street: They who were grown up ſub- 
mitted to a voluntary Humiliation; but, beſides | 


this, there were more than f*ſcore thouſand un- 


der Age, who could not diſcern berween their right 


Hand and their left : theſe were brought to ſuf- 


fer the Violence of -a Faſt, without knowing 


why. And how affecting muſt it be to hear 
the Air filled all along with the Noiſes of thoſe 


. Who could not tell what they did? Children 
ſhrieking, crying, mourning ; the Cartle loy- 


* 


ing, yelling, howling; and this Clang of 


Sounds continued through all Parts of the City. 
Perhaps never did ſuch a mixture of Groans go 


„VVVVVL'(V-Fſdd IH. 
(2.) Man and Beaſt are to be cover d with 
Sackclothb. What a Sight was here! A King 


rolling in the Aſhes, Nebles dwelling in Duſt, do- 
ing that by Repentance which is threatened as 
a Puniſhment ; not only the People, but the 
Beaſts going as Mowrners about the Streets. Theſe 


Merhods were more agreeable to that Country, 
and the Groſſneſs of their Religion. We ate 


ing out theſe Duties to an oppreſſive Length, or 
making the Torture of the Body anſwer for the 
Sin of the Soul, that renders it ſuch a Faſt as 


God has choſen. The Sacrifice that he expects, 
is that of a brołen and contrite Spirit; and even 
this has no other Value, than as it is conſidered 
in the Merit of another Sacrifice, The Righteoſ- 


refs of our Great High Prieft. However, 
(.) They are directed to that which is an 


univerſal Duty, both in the Old and New Teſ- 


tament, both among Believers and Heathens 3 
and that is, to coy mightily umo God. No 


as 
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25 is ſaid of Baa/s Prieſts, thought to be herd 
for their much ſpeaking : They knew no better. 


Our Importunity does not conſiſt in the De- 


grees of Noiſe, as if God wanted to be in- 
formed. Our Saviour uſes this Argument a- 
8 23 — 22 . -þ YG N Fi: ; 
oainſt the vain Repetition of the Heathen, That our, 

heavenly Father knows what things we have need of ; 


| before we as him. The Spirit is ſaid to make Ju- 
terceſſion in us, and certainly he muſt do it in the 
beſt way. Now he often does this by Groan- 
ings, wkich cannot be uttered. And tis a Com- 
fort, tho in many Caſes we have not Words, yet 

he that ſearches the Hearts, knows what ic the Mind 


of the, Spirit, hen he makes Interceſſion in the 
Saints, according to the Will of God: An effettual Jam. v.16, 
fervent Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much. 11, &e. 


The word is Se , an inwrought Prayer. 
Defires that are formed, laid and faſtened in 
the Soul. This avails much to the Good of 4 


Nation: For the Inſtance he gives, is of Elias, 


who was a Man of like Paſſions as we are; @c97w%) 
_ *pom/Zale, he prayed in Prayer, his Soul and his- 
Tongue went together: and as ſuch a Prayer 
took faſt hold of himſelf, it did the ſame above. | 
For he prayed that it might not rain, and it rained 

not on the Earth by the ſpace of three Years and fix 


Months ; and he prayed again, and the Heaven gave 


Rain, and the Earth brought forth her Fruit. 4 
_ *Tis a dreadful Caſe when the Servants of 


God are obliged to call down for Judgments ; 


as it may happen in the 'Time of Perſecution. 


Thus you read, that the two Witneſſes ſhall have Rey, xi.6. 


power to ſhut Heaven, that it rain not in the days 

of their Prophecy, and have power over the Waters 
to turn them to Blood, and to ſmite the Earth with 
all Plagues as often as they will. Bleſſed be God we 


ere not met upon this Errand : That our Goſpel. 


F 3 | may 
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may be lowed with Peals of Ven ae bes 


rather to be Advocates with him for a ſinful 
Nation. And we have the Comfort bo hope, 
that he has both inclined and aſſiſted us already 
in thoſe moving Solemnities that ſeveral of you have 
attended. I here's need enougtr to hold on 1 our 
Importunity. 
e Sluices of wur Miſery Sen t to ; bs 
ning upon us; we have e through all 
*. Efes er a National Brunkennefz. 4 bt- 
tle while ago People were giddy with the Ima- 
ginations of a Greatneſs, that had'fumed into 
their Heads; the World turned round with 
them; they loſt all Temper and Moderation; 


___ © their Garb, their Appearance, their Way of 


Living, ſhewed how far the Diſtemper had 
ſeized them, and betrayed the Frenzy of their 
Infolence. Now the Fit has rum tem into ano- 
ther Extreme, either they have loſt their Riches, 


or they dare not own them; according to what 


pe read, Jer. ii. 26. As the Thief is aſhamed when 
he is found, fo is the Houſe of Iſrael afbamed ; they, 


their Kings, their Princes, their Ow, and their 


Prophets. 
Wie have loſt char Credit that was the perpe- 
tual Vehicle of our Trade; and the Nations 


about us, that uſed: ro be made rich by our 


means, now complain that we have undone 
them. What laying the blame on one another 
will end in, J cannot tell; eſpecially when al 
« Fleſh have corrupted rhemſehves. It is eertain every 
Man is tempted, whewr he is drawn afide of his own 


Luft, and enticed; when Luſt has concei ved, it brings 


forth Sin: We have lived to ſee that Sn fniſprd, 


and bring forth Death, There's another Judg- 


ment of God, which has been already a Cup of 


Tremvling to a * Nation; and, by 


the 
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e Decree, of the Kit . Nobles, we 


cry 


paured upon us a Spirit of Grace and. of Supplica- 


freſhed at once; but how far Providence. may 
yet reſent. the Ways. of thoſe that mock at 


Prayer, we cannot tell. However, it is not in 


vain to lay hold on that Mercy, that will be 
a Protection to ourſelves: Seek the Lord, ye Meek. 


of the Earth, ſeek. Righteouſueſs,, ſeck Meekneſs ;, it - 


ger. But you are ſenſible, Prayer is not all that 


God requires; the. very People of Nineveb: + 


thought other wiſe: and therefore, 


(4) They give Orders, That every one turn 
from his evil Way, and the Violence that is in their 
hunde. "This is perſonal Work; we pray toge- 
ther, but we reform alone. Every one muſt. - 


know the Plague of his own Heart. The general 
Corruptions of our Day, I take to be Infidelity 
and Pride; in both theſe we have gone beyond 
the Wickedneſs õf former Ages, in profaning 


the Doctrine of God our Saviour, and exalting 


ourſelves above all Pity to Men. As this Pride 
has brought us low, fo will this Unbelief ; Peo- 
ple make light of Religion, juſt as they do of 
Trade, and their Folly ſhall be manifeſt in 


both. 


However, there are Evils in the ſeveral Or- 
ders among us. The Court of Nineveh began 
the Reformation, as well as proclaimed it. It 


would have been in vain for them to preſs upon 


the People Sobriety, Juſtice, and Mercy, whilſt 


_ themſelves went revelling on in all the Filthineſs 
both of Fleſh aud Spirit. It is not ſaid merely, 


that 


mightily to our God | I hope we are not to! | 
tally without grounds to think, that he has 


* 


The Repeat N 


that Cod Ja their Proclamation, but: th at he: | 
ſaw their TPorks, * tha that they turned From their eu, 


Wag"! And, Gh! that we might hear no 


more of otje Abomination, that of Maſq: querading, 


'This Foſty had no ſmall ſhare in giving a former 


Age ſuch a-Jealouſy bf their Prince, as flamed 
inte a- Cevi Wär. Indeed God always knows 
What Puniſfments are fitted ło bur Vices; bur 


even human Reaſon can behold a Proprie 
in the Stroke; if he ſhould follow a Malgue- 

with a Plague. There is a reſemblance be- 
tween! them; for this Wickedneſs, like the Peſ. 
tilence; "walks in Darkneſs. If no Exhortations 
ca make us afraid of going to theſe Markets of 
Hypoeriſy and Leudneſs, God himſelf can eaſi- 
ly do it; and though you ſee no harm in ven- 
turing your Souls, he may ein you with a 
Fear of loſing your Lives. 


Such a Humiliation as this, is hat he 4 


choſen; and any thing ſhort of it will but 


leave us where we are, or rather more diſtracted 
than ever. Think then of the Caſe I have 
opened to you. Whether you chuſe to remem- 


ber it now or no, yet you muſt hear of it again; 
for the Men of Nineveh are 70 riſe in Judgmem 
againſt them that believe not in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
go'n not ropent : at the Preaching of the Goſpel. 
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vealed Religion; with a Sermon on No- 


* 


/ 


Bradbury. To which is added, A Letter from 
the Reverend Cotton Mather D. D. on the late 
Diſputes about the Ever-Bleſſed Trinity. Price 


One Shilling. Ow fn 
The Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity ſtated 
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Introduction by the Rev. Mr. Tong; Chap. I. 


by the Rev. Mr. Robinſon ; Chap. IL. by the Rev. 


Mr. Smith ; Chap. III. by the Rev. Mr. Reynolds. 
The Second Edition. Price 1 5. 6d. © 


the Controverſy of the Preſent Time. Pr. 4 d. 
The Chriſtian Philoſopher ; a Collection of 


graven on Copper Plates. 


In a few Days will be Publiſh? d, 


the Reverend Mr. Iſaac Watts. 


| All printed for Eman. Matthews at the Bible 
in Pater-noſter-Row ; where Subſcriptions are 


taken in for Printing a Practical Expoſition on 
the Bible, in fix Volumes in Folio. By the 
late Reverend Mr. Matthew Henry : which is in 
the Preſs, and will ſpeedily be Publiſh'd. 


* Neceſſity of Contending for Re- 
demb. 5. 1719. By the Reverend Mr. Thomas 


and defended, by ſome Lenden Miniſters ; the 


Three Letters from New-England, relating to 


the Beſt Diſcoveries in Nature, with Religious 
Improvements: By the Rev. Cotton Mather, D. D. 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs. In three Books. 
By the Reverend Mr. Simon Browne. With a 
Set of Tunes, in three Parts. Curiouſly en- 


ermons upon ſeveral Practical Subjects. By 
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